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INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING

Math Science

Language Social Studies

The Arts Physical Education

Interdisciplinary



WHY?

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY CURRICULUM EQUIPS 
STUDENTS WITH A TOOLKIT FOR THINKING 

ABOUT THE COMPLEX PROBLEMS OF THE 
WORLD AND OF THEMSELVES AS LEARNERS.



SCHOOL 
ENGAGEMENT 
DROPS OVER 
TIME... The IDS is designed for 6th to 8th 

grade (11-14 years old) but can 

easily be adapted for younger/

higher grades



AND THE 
WORLD NEEDS 
CREATIVE, 
ENGAGED 
LEARNERS



 • INTRODUCTION
What is the purpose of the human-centered IDS?

 • USING THE INTERDISCIPLINARY SUBJECT
How can one use the IDS?

 • NEXT STEPS
What can we do to sustain the IDS?
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IN TODAY'S PRESENTATION...



WHAT IS 
IT?
The need for a new interdisciplinary 

subject.

629
PAGES

246
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

41
LESSONS +PEDAGOGY GUIDE

+IMPACT GUIDE

1. 
INTRODUCTION



PEDAGOGICAL 
GUIDE 

Understand the goals, 
objectives, and use of the 

IDS.

IMPACT GUIDE
Set yourself up for success 

with an introduction to 
experiential, project-based 

learning.

EXTENSION 
ACTIVITIES

Expand the conversation with 
activities into other courses, 

through engaging media, and 
additional hands-on projects.

ACTION 
LESSONS 

Engage with lessons 
that inspire wonder and 

community action.

PROJECTS
Inspire with student-led and 
generated projects based on 

previous content.

EMBRACE NEW 
PRACTICES

Learn about innovative 
teaching practices and put 

them into practice.

LAYOUT 



PEDAGOGICAL 
GUIDE

An introduction and guiding handbook for 

understanding and implementing the IDS.

IMPACT           
GUIDE

An overview for the second half of the 

course which is project-driven and 

student-led.

ACTION        
LESSONS

The materials themselves that educators can 

use as a framework for the IDS standards.

2. 
USING THE INTERDISCIPLINARY SUBJECT



PEDAGOGICAL 
GUIDE
• How to use the IDS

• Implementable as a standalone course, in 

homeroom/advisory, as extension for existing class



MODULAR



EXTENDABLE



Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL)

Experiential Learning & 

PBL

Critical Pedagogy & 

Democratic Classrooms

Crossdisciplinary Planning

Multimodal Literacy Self-Determination Theory Reflective Thinking & 

Feedback

PROGRESSIVE



SOUND DESIGN

Learn how music producers mix 

and master audio, determining what 

makes something sound "good." Then, 

analyze a variety of audio sources to 

mix audio yourself.

Action lesson examples!

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Explore the impact of AI on writing, 

art, and other content creation by 

determining what writing is "real" or 

"generated", with opportunities to use 

the software yourself. What are the 

implications for AI?

EXTREME SOCIAL MEDIA

Examine how "wicked problems" are 

difficult, yet worthy to solve through 

the lens of social media use and the 

growth of extremism. At what point 

does social media need regulation? 

How can we regulate social media 

while creating spaces for community?

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM

Policies exist that intentionally place 

or sell homes in undesirable spaces 

to marginalized people. Consider why 

these policies exist and what actions 

we can take to build a just, sustainable 

future.



THE IMPACT OF FAST FASHION

SYSTEMS-BASED THINKING

CITY PLANNING

MAKING CHOICES BASED ON THE 
COMMON GOOD

THE SCIENCE OF LIVING FOREVER

WHY DO WE KNOW WHAT WE 
KNOW?

SELF-REGULATED LEARNING

BREAKING ACROSS SOCIAL MEDIA

ANALYZING SOURCES

WAYS TO DEAL WITH CONFLICTS

STANDING UP FOR WHO YOU ARE

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD 
RELIGIONS

WHAT DO WE VALUE?

RECOGNIZING BIAS AND PRIVILEGE

UNDERSTANDING BODY LANGUAGE

AESTHETIC COMPETENCIES

SOUND ANALYSIS

THE ROOTS OF MATHEMATICS

CREATIVITY

THE IMPACT OF LOCAL AND GLOBAL 
HUNGER

FROM EMPATHY TO ACTION

GLOBAL CULTURAL LITERACY

SOFT SKILLS

DEMOCRATIC ACTION

CHILDISM

ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM

PROFESSIONAL PLANNING

FINANCIAL DECISION-MAKING

HOPE

TAKING MITIGATED RISKS

HOW "GRITTY" ARE YOU?

PITCH YOUR INVENTION!

VERBALIZING ONE'S THOUGHTS

LANGUAGE DISCRIMINATION

REVERBERATING IMPACT

WICKED PROBLEMS

HOW TO REMAIN LIFE-ORIENTED

HUMANE THINKING

FEATS OF STRENGTH

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

WHAT MAKES "YOU", YOU?



ACTION LESSON









IMPACT GUIDE
• Second half of the course: creating student-led 

projects

• How do we create meaningful, authentic learning?

• How do we help students along the way?

• How do we provide feedback?





IN SUMMARY....

- PEDAGOGICAL FRAMEWORK

- ACTION LESSONS (41) WITH EXTENSIONS

- IMPACT FRAMEWORK

- STUDENT-LED PROJECTS TO CHANGE THEIR COMMUNITY



DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS 
ENSURING TEACHERS HAVE 

SUPPORT

EXPANDING THE CURRICULUM CREATING COURSEWORK

PILOTING AND IMPROVING
SHARING THE WORK FAR AND 

WIDE

BRINGING IN ADDITIONAL 
EXPERTS

MARKETING AND BRANDING

3.
NEXT STEPS



Ensuring IDS 
Success 
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IDS PILOT
• Secure partnership with multiple schools to 

develop and implement feedback for lessons



CREATE 
COURSEWORK
• Utilize existing protocols and partnerships to 

develop self-paced and group cohorts to teach the 

IDS, including attaching to graduate credit



CREATE 
ONLINE TOOLS
• Develop website database capabilities to host the 

IDS online as an ever-expanding framework for 

interdisciplinary learning



DEVELOP 
PARTNERSHIPS 
& EXPAND
• Create partnerships with existing and new 

organizations within HRP's network

• Expand upon the IDS with new lessons, 

frameworks, and impact possibilities



Q&A + DISCUSSION


