
 

  

Title: Build a Tower: Talking about Privilege    

Primary age range: Y3/4 Secondary age range: Y1/2, Y5/6 

Link to subjects: English, Social Studies, History, Geography  

Learning Objectives:  
● To learn about privilege and how this can affect the way they interact with the world 

Lesson Outcomes: 
● Students can define ‘privilege’ and discuss ways in which to make society fairer  

Key Competencies:  
 
KC3:   How to function in society 
KC5:   How to function in variable contexts and environments  
KC6:   How to function in relation to the state 
KC8:   Interpersonal communication 
KC9:   Self development 
KC10: How to confront themselves with challenges  

Note: 
This activity can be run after the activity on Talking about racism in our society. It is also 
recommended that this is something teachers can come back to when they cover topics such 
as discrimination, affirmative action, human rights, as it provides a launching pad to speak 
about equitable wealth/resource distribution.  

Activity Outline: 
 

1. Divide students into groups and tell them they are to build a tower with the resources 
provided. No further instructions are needed. The tower can take any shape or form. 
The group with the tallest tower (the structure is able to stand without being supported) 
at the end of 15 minutes shall win – teachers may provide a little treat for the ‘winning’ 
group. Or a treat for the whole class.  
 

2. Resources should be divided unequally. For example, as follows:  
Group 1: Old newspaper, sticks, sellotape, glue, scissors and anything else they need 
from the class 
Group 2: Old newspaper, sticks, scissors 
Group 3: Glue, sellotape, scissors 
Group 4: Old newspaper  



 

*The point is to have groups with differing access to resources. Teachers have the discretion 
to replace material with whatever is easily accessible locally.  
 

3. At the end of 15 minutes, measure the towers and declare a winner. However, 
throughout the activity, keep an eye on students’ interactions. In particular look out for: 
- Does the group with the most resources share their resources?  
- Does the group with the most resources try to protect their resources and prevent 

other people from getting at those resources? 
- Do different groups try to interact with each other?  
- Do any of them collaborate?  
These can be taken up as discussion points where teachers could ask students why 
they decided to share or not share? Why they decided to ask for help or not?  

 
4. Discussion: 

- How did you feel completing this activity?  
- How do you feel about the way resources were allocated/divided?  
- Do you think everyone had the same opportunity to make a good tower?  
- What do you think would have made this activity better?  

 
5. Understanding privilege. Refer to the PowerPoint for this part of the lesson. Guidance 

notes for teachers have been provided on the slides: 
- Slide 1: What is privilege? 
- Slide 2: Privilege  
- Slide 3: Can I have privilege in some areas but not in others?  
- Slide 4: What privileges do I think I have?  
- Slide 5: Is it wrong to have certain privileges?  
- Slide 6: What do you think needs to be done for the world to be fairer?  

Materials Needed: 
Old newspaper 
Glue 
Sellotape 
Scissors 
Sticks 
PowerPoint  

Supporting resources: 
CDN Burnet News Club Teaching Resource: Racism Part 1   
CDN Burnet News Club Teaching Resource: Racism Part 2   
Racial Equity Tools   
White Privilege: "Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack" and some "Notes for Facilitators"   
Not My Idea: A Book about Whiteness (Ordinary Terrible Things) by Anastasia Higginbotham 
 



 

 


